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624 Reviews of Books 

Minutes of the Commissioners for detecting and defeating Conspira- 
cies in the State of New York: Albany County Sessions, 1778- 
178 1. Edited by Victor Hugo Paltsits, State Historian. Volume 
I., 1778-1779; Volume II., 1780-1781. (Albany, N. Y. : Pub- 
lished by the State. 1909. Pp. 430; 431-836.) 

The Loyalists in the state of New York during the American Revo- 
lution were relatively more numerous and more active than in any 
other of the thirteen colonies. The printed primary materials from 
which one may obtain their history consist of controversial pamphlets, 
the newspapers of New York City, memoirs and diaries of the leading 
Tories, and the published archives of the Revolutionary period. But 
a large quantity of sources and by far the most important portion for a 
complete treatment of the interesting Loyalist movement in New York, 
is still in manuscript. Most of these valuable documents are now in 
the hands of the state, in the capitol at Albany. Practically the only 
effort made to edit and publish any part of these manuscripts was under 
the administration of Mr. Hugh Hastings, state historian, preceding 
the incumbency of Mr. Paltsits. Mr. Hastings published the Public 
Papers of George Clinton in eight volumes which have been, with 
propriety, severely criticized in the American Historical Review. 

These two volumes are models of book construction. They are 
printed in large type on strong white paper and are durably bound in 
heavy buckram. The work makes a positive contribution to the printed 
sources on both the alertness and activity of the newly formed common- 
wealth, and also to the unique part played by the Loyalists or Tories. 
Of the mass of unprinted documents relating to the history of New 
York during the American Revolution, the " Minutes of the Commis- 
sioners for detecting and defeating Conspiracies in the State of New 
York" is the most important. Mr. Paltsits is to be highly commended 
for having taken up this work as his initial task. 

The editing, so far as it goes, has been done with praiseworthy care 
and accuracy. Much valuable information, however, both biographical 
and political, as well as many explanations of obscure points in the text, 
might have been added in foot-notes as a fitting commentary on the 
text. For instance, to have given a summary on page 807 of the total 
amounts expended by the commissioners in carrying on their labors 
would have been an item of great interest. 

In an introduction of fifty-two pages Mr. Paltsits has given an 
excellent brief explanation of the forces and policies which brought 
into existence this board of commissioners. He makes clear the origin 
of the inquisitorial machinery in New York, the legal status of these 
bodies, the scope of their powers, and the final transfer of their pre- 
rogatives to the established courts. Then follows in the second chapter 
a more specific illustration of the wide range of activities which de- 
volved upon the commissioners. The methods employed in dealing with 
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the various classes of delinquents are fully described. The introduction 
is followed by a history of the manuscript itself, a full list of the 
commissioners, a schedule of the meetings held, and a record of attend- 
ance. In appendix 1. are given the laws of New York relating to the 
powers and duties of the commissioners in dealing with the Loyalists 
and other offenders under their jurisdiction. Appendix 11. is devoted 
to transcripts of the financial accounts of the entire body of commis- 
sioners which are believed to be substantially complete. In appendix 
in. are printed the first general commission to the commissioners in 
1778, sample oaths required of Loyalists to prove their allegiance to the 
state, a certification of Tories, and an order of exchange of a Loyalist 
for a patriot prisoner. The work is illustrated by six fine facsimiles 
taken from various parts of the original minutes. 

A third volume will constitute an analytical index. This volume has 
not yet come from the press. If the indexing is done in as thorough 
and as scholarly a manner as the editing of the text, this work as a 
whole will take a very high rank among the printed archives of the 
Empire State. It is a matter of congratulation to those interested in 
historical work that the great commonwealth of New York has secured 
the services of an 'accurate historian to discharge its serious obligation 
of preserving, arranging, and preparing for publication its wealth of 
historical material still unprinted. 

Alexander Clarence Flick. 

Report on "The Star-Spangled Banner", "Hail Columbia", "Amer- 
ica", "Yankee Doodle". Compiled by Oscar George Theodore 
Sonneck, Chief of the Division of Music, Library of Congress. 
(Washington: Government Printing Office. 1909. Pp. 255.) 
This is a most important contribution to the history of American 
music. Although modestly stated as " compiled ", the volume is much 
more than a compilation. In fact the expression of the author's indi- 
vidual views as to the relative popularity of " Yankee Doodle " and 
" Dixie " has caused some flurry of criticism in the press. We have 
no more careful investigator in the field of American music than Mr. 
Sonneck, and the subject he here undertakes certainly requires all his 
powers. In no field of music is there so much doubt and vagueness 
as in the evolution of great national melodies. " God save the King " 
has caused volumes of research and its origin has not been surely 
established yet. The " Marseillaise " has also caused many arguments. 
National music is far too often enshrouded in pseudo-history or in 
absolute fiction. 

Mr. Sonneck has carefully sifted the false from the true and even 
if, at times, he has not discovered the history of the song, as for ex- 
ample in the case of " Yankee Doodle ", he has at least cleared the field 
of its many errors, for which future historians will thank him. Inci- 
dentally also, he has given most interesting side-lights upon some of 



